INTERIM EMERGENCY BOARD
Thursday, September 18, 2025
8:00 a.m.
Senate Committee Room E
Louisiana State Capitol

MEETING MINUTES
A public meeting of the Interim Emergency Board was held at the State Capitol in Senate Committee Room E on September 18, 2025 at 8:00 a.m.
ITEM NO. 1
Senate President Henry, board chair, called the meeting to order at 8:00 a.m. and asked the secretary to call the roll.
Present:
· Senator Cameron Henry, President of the Senate and IEB Chairman
· Mr. Taylor F. Barras, Commissioner of Administration and IEB Vice Chair
· Representative Devillier, Speaker of the House of Representatives
· Senator Womack, Chairman of Senate Finance Committee
· Representative McFarland, Chairman of House Appropriations Committee
· Mr. Brandon Burris, designee of Lt. Governor Billy Nungesser
· Ms. Katie O’Connor, designee of State Treasurer John Fleming
ITEM NO. 2
Speaker Devillier moved for the approval of the minutes for the January 16, 2025 meeting. The motion passed without objection.
ITEM NO. 3
[bookmark: _Hlk209428284]President Henry asked Mr. Roger Husser from the Division of Administration, Office of Facilities Planning and Control, to present information regarding Item Nos. 3-10, which are project alterations that included six proposed scope changes and two entity changes, with an in globo vote to take place after Item Nos. 3-11 are presented.
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 3 from ACT 2 of 2025 and ACT 465 of 2023, was a request by Ouachita Parish, that the scope for its project, “Northeast Louisiana Children’s Museum, Planning, Construction, Land Acquisition, and Real Estate” (Ouachita, 50/ND9 - 574972 on page 122 [FPC No. 50-ND9-22-01]) with an appropriation in the amount of $10,000,000 payable from Priority 5 General Obligation Bonds and Act 465 of 2023 (Ouachita, 50/ND9 – 1151) with an appropriation amount of $1,000,000 payable from the General Fund (Direct) Non-Recurring Revenues, be revised to include property acquisition for the sake of time efficiency.

ITEM NO. 4
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 4 of ACT 2 of 2025, was a request by Orleans parish, that the scope of its project, “Center for High-Quality Early Learning in New Orleans, Planning and Construction” (Orleans, 50/NJ6 – 576310 on page 127 [FPC No. 50-NJ6-24-01]) with an appropriation in the amount of $800,000 payable from State General Fund (Direct) Non-Recurring Revenues, $1,000,000 payable from Priority 2 General Obligation Bonds, and $1,000,000 payable from Priority 5 General Obligation Bonds, be revised to include the purchase of fixtures, furniture, and equipment for the early learning center as the center has been constructed using other means of finance.

ITEM NO.5
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 5 of ACT 465 of 2023, was a request by Rapides parish, that the scope for its project, “Central Louisiana State Hospital Relocation to Pinecrest, Planning and Construction” (Rapides, 09/330 – 75 on page 35 [FPC No. 09-340-12-01]) with an appropriation amount of  $3,040,953 payable from Priority 1 General Obligation Bonds, be revised to include the construction of a new Administration Building due to the infeasibility of renovation an existing dormitory building to accommodate the administrative services. 

ITEM NO.6
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 6 of ACT 465 of 2023, was a request by St. Mary parish, that the scope of its project, “Warehouse Infrastructure Improvements (Fire Suppression System), Planning and Construction” (St. Mary, 36/P15-1570 on page 50 [FPC No. 36-P15-23-02]) with an appropriation amount of $500,000 payable from Capital Outlay Savings Fund, be revised to include a new roof and insulation to prevent compromising the integrity of the new fire suppression system.

ITEM NO.7
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 7 of ACT 465 of 2023, was a request by Assumption Parish, that the scope of its project, “Shell Beach Boat Launch, Planning and Construction” (Assumption, 50/J04-1706 on page 55 [FPC No. 50-J04-23-01]) with an appropriation amount of $500,000 payable from State General Fund (Direct) Non-Recurring Revenues, be revised to include the following phases: 
· Phase 1 will render the project safe for the public and shall include work such as demolishing, removing, repairing or replacing with jetties the existing sheet piles, constructing a wharf, and re-grading the existing parking lot.
· Phase 2, to be completed as funding becomes available, includes replacing the concrete boat launch and installation of jetties for erosion protection.

ITEM NO.8
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 8 of ACT 2 of 2025, was a request by Orleans parish, that the scope of its project, “Parish Hospital Service District for the Parish of Orleans, District A – Behavioral Health Service Line Expansion, Planning and Construction” (Orleans, 50/NEY-576006 on page 124 [FPC No. 50-NEY-21-01]) with an appropriation of $3,200,000 payable from Priority 1 General Obligation Bonds be revised to include a behavioral health service line expansion in order to bring inpatient behavioral health services to the community. 

ITEM NO.9

Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 9 of ACT 5 of 2024, was a request by East Baton Rouge Parish, that the name of the entity of its project, “Relocation of LA 67 and LA 408 due to Airport improvements” (East Baton Rouge, 07/270 – 573459 on page 26) with an appropriation amount of $80,000,000 payable from Priority 5 General Obligation Bonds, be revised that the project be administered by the Baton Rouge Metro Airport (50/N41) as the scope of the work is part of the Airport’s improvement project. 

President Henry asked if metropolitan airports must follow the same public contracting rules and bid processes as everyone else. Mr. Husser responded that generally, that is correct.

ITEM NO.10
Mr. Husser explained that Item No. 10 of ACT 20 of 2019, was a request by Iberia parish, that the name of the entity of its project, “Airport Access Road, Planning and Construction” (Iberia, 50/J23-431 on page 45 [FPC No. 50-J23-18-01]) with and appropriation amount of $4,270,000 payable from Priority 1 General Obligation Bonds and $4,270,000 payable from State General Fund (Direct) Non-Recurring Revenues, be revised that the project be administered by the Department of Transportation and Development (DOTD) as the Project will be utilizing federal funds, includes a state route, and DOTD will hold the contract with the contractor. 

ITEM NO.11
Mr. Husser asked Ms. Katie O’Connor, as the designee for Treasurer Fleming, to present information on item No. 11, regarding the Designation of Barksdale Federal Credit Union and Currency Bank, recommended by the Department of Treasury as a state depository/fiscal agent for the four year period of July 1, 2023, to June 30, 2027. 

As there were no further questions or discussion required for Items 3 through 11, Commissioner Barras motioned for approval of the nine requests. The motion passed without objection. 

With no further business to discuss, Commissioner Barras moved to adjourn. The motion passed without objection and the meeting was adjourned at 8:06 a.m.

Respectfully submitted,

Connor Boldt, Board Secretary

Link to video of this meeting:  
LA Senate On-Demand Video
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